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The 52 white and 36 black keys of a piano can help

you succeed in more than one way.
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When many children first learn to play piano,
the keys can be too far apart for them. In fact,
standard piano keys are too wide for many
people. It didn’t always use to be this way.
Before the 1880s, pianos had keys with different
) sizes. What changed? As concert halls were
made bigger to hold larger audiences, piano
manufacturers redesigned pianos to make
w louder sound. That required wider keys.
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Since the 1990s, there has been a growing demand for narrower
keys. The International Stretto Piano Festival is an example of this.
Performers in the festival play on pianos that have keys narrower
than the standard. All of these pianists agree that making different
sizes will help more people enjoy playing the piano!
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nutritious (a.) BEEHY supermarket (n.) B8 fast food (n.) SRR convenience (n.) F{E disease (n.) IR
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If spiders scare you, you aren’t alone. Because of this, many
spiders are killed. To help children challenge this fear, children’s
book author Jane McGee recently organized a comic competition.
Children drew comic strips featuring spiders. The competition was
so successful that McGee is planning another one.
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Dhaka muslin, the once lost ancient fabric, is making a comeback
in Bangladesh. The fabric is super lightweight and see-through.
Ancient weavers in Bangladesh used cotton to make this “woven air”
fabric that became famous around the world. Bringing back this lost
art of weaving saves a piece of Bangladesh’s cultural heritage.
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Have you ever heard someone say that music
lessons will make you smarter? Unfortunately,
some research has shown that isn’t necessarily
true. Learning to play the recorder or the violin
won’t help you score better on tests. Instead,
more and more research show that music
lessons in childhood help the brain grow and
work better as we get older.
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Playing music helps you tell the difference between sounds. That’s
important since our hearing usually gets worse with age. Learning
an instrument also helps the brain adapt better to changes in the
environment. As a person grows older, their brain will be better
protected from problems like memory loss. Besides, learning to play
music is a fun way to connect with friends and family.

i RPEFEIBREL  WRSRRRENTHAEEHNEER  BREE - B8
LEFHIRREAXEBHREECHBRED - EARTRE  BBRESEHA
KRATRNREEF[EMTZERREM ; I SREBNERRIERIBRE
BEOT

lesson (n.) B2 necessarily (adv.) WA recorder (n.) R instrument (n.) 2238  connect (v.) BYIBISER

4



SREIS
HERRIRBASTE

S e

B/ Leilaluc B/ 123RF ~ B

One day when Mahani Teave was growing
up in Rapa Nui, someone brought a piano to
the small island. It was the first piano on the
entire island. As soon as Teave saw it, she
knew she wanted piano lessons, but she
wasn’t able to learn the instrument until her
family moved to Chile.
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By the time Teave was an adult, she was a successful and celebrated
concert pianist. She traveled the world playing piano, but finally
decided to return to Rapa Nui. She wanted the local children to have
the same opportunity she had. In 2014, Teave built the island’s first
music school using recycled materials. It’s not just about music, says
Teave, “You learn perseverance.”

BIERE - MARAMAR  HARIMBHNEELESHER o 1EiH0E %S 57 S
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bring (v.) A3k move (v.) H§Z% celebrated (a.) E2ZHY return (v.) ¥Z(0) perseverance (n.) ERIFANER
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1. Why are many spiders killed?
a. They are challenging.

b. They are competitive.

c. They are fascinating.

d. They are frightening.

2. How do you weave?

a. by becoming lightweight and
see-through

b. by crossing thread over and
under each other

c. by saving a piece of super
fabric

d. by wearing pieces of cloth

3. Who are the people who
watch a concert?

a. audiences

b. contestants

c. performers

d. racers

Cloze Test A
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4. What opportunity did Mahani
Teave want the children to have?
a. to build a school

b. to collect trash for recycling
c. to learn a musical instrument
d. to move to Chile

5. What does it mean if you have
memory loss?

a. You have memorized all the
environmental changes.

b. You have misplaced your
memory.

c. You cannot find memorable
things.

d. You can’t remember events or
details.

6. Which word means the same
as wide?

a. broad

b. slender

c.slim

d. thin

To find middle C ___ a standard 88-key piano, first put yourself
__ the center of the piano. Do you see two groups __ black
keys? The C key is just left of the group with two black keys.

Cloze TestB

| __ to not like the spider that lives near my window. Then one
day, | noticed _ web was full ___ mosquitoes. | don’t mind

that spider anymore.
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Cloze Test A

1.on 2.at 3.of
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Cloze Test B

m1. used Z2.its 3.of
RBIFHRRE B EEF=EE0IHER - ERIFBIRMIE L 235mN< &
EABTEMERRILY °




SEENn
161 ER 2021E B A 25 H ZHIR ﬂ

KIS f Leila Luo BE/HH

e P

I know what you mean:
The keys just seem
_so far away!

Ry

Sometimes my fingers
hurt after playing.

4

keep breaking
mine in the lock of
my front door.
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The_Rest_is_History
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On the 29th of June 1995, the US space shuttle Atlantis docked at
the Russian space station Mir. Because the Cold War between the
US and the former-Soviet Union had just ended, there was still a
lot of tension between them. This docking was a symbol of peace

and progress.

1995 F 6 529 H X ERDEHIRETIE AL EMHERAEIR AT
IL¥TE SRS - SIFERERBEN SERGER EABBKERER -
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space (n) AZE  shuttle (n) AZEML S ERE dock (v.) SEE S BHE  tension (n.) BEEEIR  progress (n) EE
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