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It's about time for us to take out the trash—the trash
In space, that is.

EFHRREAIRER | RZRIRBERD o

EHal Bl PoroveCEZD [(J57E BEEAf: [DEEE pob0rETsy EEEEEEE © Homi 5




oa P e
-
167H) 202148 5 6H 2HEH @Emﬂ

% ~ ¢ AZENIRFTNR

Y/ Leila Luo B/ 123RF

Humans have benefitted a lot from space
¥ exploration, but the space around our planet hasn't.
P In fact, some areas are getting pretty full of space
Y junk. This floating garbage includes things as small
as screws that come off of space vehicles or tools
dropped by astronauts to pieces of rockets that are
heavier than an elephant and as big as a bus.
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Why is this a problem that we need to take care of? Space junk can
hurt our satellites, the International Space Station, future space
ships, and the astronauts themselves as they are working and
living in space. Garbage in space doesn't break down like it does
on Earth, so this dangerous problem will not go away by itself.
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In Europe, overnight train travel is making a comeback. Because
there were so many budget airlines, many people had stopped using
sleeper trains. Now, people want transportation that creates less
CO2. Midnight Trains, for example, will take travelers from Paris to
Rome from 2024, creating 23 times less CO2 than flying.
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New Guinea is covered in one of the least-explored jungles on our
planet. On top of that, it's filled with poisonous plants and animals.
Recently, scientists were excited to discover a new frog with
chocolate-brown skin. They named it Litoria mira, but most simply
call it the chocolate frog.
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There are a lot of different ideas about how to solve our space
garbage problem. Some people are working on preventing more
space junk from entering orbit in the first place. Others are working
on collecting the trash that is already there. Another team has an
idea that focuses on leaving nothing behind to take up space.
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A Japanese company and Kyoto University
have teamed up to create satellites that are
partially made out of wood. This would be
better than the current all-metal satellites
because when the new satellites fall back
into Earth's atmosphere, they will burn up
. more completely, without leaving behind
tiny pieces of metal in the atmosphere the
way that traditional satellites do.
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Dr. Darren McKnight is an expert on space
junk. As a member of the International g
Academy of Astronautics' Space Debris
Committee, he works to improve space W
safety for all astronauts, no matter what §
country they come from. McKnight explains
that space trash is a global problem that g
cannot be solved by only one country.
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So far, there have not been any terrible accidents with space junk
hitting astronauts or spacecraft, but as humanity continues to
explore and create even more space junk, it becomes more and more
likely that an accident will happen. “We’ve got to start planning for
that more complex environment that’s going to be here in the very
near future,” says McKnight.
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1. What is the word for someone
who works in space?

a. an astronaut

b. an explorer

c. a researcher

d. ateam

2. According to the first story
on page three, how are people
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4. What do we call the gases
surrounding Earth?

a. atmosphere

b. environment

c. humanity

d. satellite

5. What is the opposite of
disadvantage?

traveling differently? a. benefit

a. They are flying 23 times more. b. budget

b. They are thinking about the c¢.complex
environment. d. inconvenience

c. They are coming back from
Paris to Rome.
d. They are on a tight budget.

.Buyistostoreas .

. float is to space

. rocket is to orbit

. international is to global

. traveler is to transportation

3. What did scientists recently
find in New Guinea?

a. some brown chocolate

b. medicine for poison

c. a new animal

d. a strange plant
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Cloze Test A

Today _ my guided tour through the jungle, we discovered
a new kind ___ spider. | wanted to call it Steve, but because
it is bright yellow, everyone just calls __ the lemon spider.

Cloze TestB

My friends and | decided __ take the train overnight. We
booked a small room __ the four of us. The beds folded down
from the walls and we had our own bathroom __ a shower.
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Hey, )
gef rid of this trash, 5
would you?

B f Leila Luo BE/HH

Do you really think
that's a good idea?

Okay, maybe we
should figure out a new
system for our frash.

It hasn't been
a problem before.
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Could South American people really have sailed the South Pacific
before modern ships? On the 7th of August 1947, the Kon-Tiki raft
successfully reached Polynesia after sailing about 6,900km from
Peru. The raft was modelled on an ancient design by the Incas.
Experts had said it couldn’'t be done. The crew of six men and one
parrot proved otherwise.
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