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Once Upon a Time

"'

EEZE)

Not every larger-than-life story you hear
iIs make-believe.
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Before the internet, television, radio and
even books, humans have passed down their
stories to future generations through spoken
language. While some of these stories were
/1 personal, many were larger historical accounts
of families and communities. Even today with
our modern technology, people continue the
tradition of passing on oral histories.
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Oral history doesn't mean reading dates, numbers and facts
aloud. It's more like an interview in which we ask our family and
community elders about what their life was like during a historical
time that we are curious about. Hearing personal details about
someone you know makes history feel more real. By comparing
these stories with our own lives today, we can better understand
the world we live in.
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Cats are a common sight in most cities in the world, but not like in
Tokyo. Recently a giant 3D video billboard of a cat has been turning
heads. Every hour from 7am to 6pm, the almost-19-meter-long cat
meows and greets people walking on the street below.
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When told to think about making a sandcastle, most people would
quickly think about the beaches of Taiwan, Hawaii or another
tropical location. However, the new Guinness World Record for the
tallest sandcastle comes from a surprisingly cold place—Denmark!
The enormous castle stands over 21 meters tall.
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Ireland is a country famous for its singers, but
some of these traditional songs are being lost.
That's why The Song Collectors Collective was
formed. The team has been visiting elders all
over Britain and Ireland to record them singing
traditional songs. The “tradition bearers”, as the
8 Song Collectors call them, are all from the Irish,
Scottish and English traveler communities.
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This ongoing task is important because there isn't much recorded
information about these songs. Sometimes, the songs are in
languages that not many people speak, so they are in danger of being
lost forever. Thanks to the Collectors, the song recordings as well as
the history behind them are being shared with the local community
and the world online.
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The Atayal people of Taiwan have no written language. Instead, they
developed a way of chant-singing, or singing and speaking, to pass on
the history of their people. Watan Tanga is a master of chant-singing
and, at the age of 91, an Atayal elder. He was honored by Taoyuan City
in 2012 for preserving his tribe's ancient language and history.
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To make sure his people's oral history is safe
for the future, Tanga has written down all of
the chants and songs that he knows using a
Romanization system. Furthermore, Tanga's
work to keep Atayal oral history alive has raised
more public awareness of the tradition. On top
of that, he has inspired other members of both
his and other indigenous communities to find
ways to preserve their unique cultures.
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. Where are you if you are in the 4. Which is the correct definition
ottest part of the world? of 'bear’ as it was used on page
. a tropical place five?
. an unusual place a. to accept something unpleasant
. in Denmark b. to be similar to something or
. inIreland someone

c. to carry something
. Which word does not belong? d. a large, strong animal with thick
. oral fur
. speech
. tell 5. What is the opposite of
. television enormous?

a. tiny

What is a group of people born b. huge

round the same time called? c. large
. atribe d. medium
. a family
. acastle 6. What does it mean to be
. a generation elderly?

a. old

b. common

c.rare

d. forgotten
Cloze Test A
Today, _  the beach | made a sandcastle with my
sister. First, we smoothed __ area to build on. Then

we put wet sand in a bucket and packed it tight. We
stacked bucket after bucket _ sand to build our castle.

Cloze TestB

Cats can communicate in many ways including meowing, purring,
hissing _ growling. Most cats __ active at sunrise and sunset.
They can sleep _ up to 16 hours a day. They also spend many
hours a day cleaning themselves.



oa P v )
-
@Emﬂ 202188 1380 2H4E

Ta-Z2d<3.dd.c-53 63

1. (@)tropical(a. F75HY ) - EEBVRIZRLAILOIFRRRED @+ PUOLRBIF
(subtropical) » DARSAEGE o

2. oral(a. (JitBY ) > speech(n. (J5E » 3X55 ) A tell(v. 3R > 5[) » &=
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3. (d)generation(n. t44%) » BEMEFRHAM @ BB REEREVIEEE o
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4. bear —S0EFZEER o IS EIRSE 4 RERED “tradition bearers” -
LS RREEHROIA °

5. enormous(a. EAXRY) - RZESFA @)tiny(a. V\EY) - Eft3EIE © (b)a.
FEABY » (c)a. ABY ~ (d)a. h<EEY

6. elderly & old BHEFRAVERE ©

Cloze Test A

1.at 2.an 3.of
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Cloze Test B

1.and 2.are 3.for
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...and it was
& over two meters long!

That's when I felt the fish bi’r,

=~ S0l reeled it in...
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The fish
gets bigger every time
»oo he tells the story. |
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When you told me
that story, the fish was =
only a T&far‘ long.

No way! :
It was almost three! [}
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The Rest is History
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One of the biggest problems with using metals like iron is they rust
very quickly. This led Harry Brearley to create the first stainless
steel on the 13th of August 1913. He wanted to call it “rustless
steel” but a friend convinced him that stainless steel was a better
name.
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