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Tollet Tech

A toilet cah be more than just a place
to go number two.
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In Taiwan, we collect fruit and vegetable scraps for composting, but
did you know that we can also compost our poo? In fact, before indoor
plumbing and flushing toilets, composting toilets were one of the only
options available. Composting toilets use bacteria to break down our
waste the same way it happens in nature, only faster. The result is a
kind of fertilizer we can use to improve soil quality.
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Now, because people are more concerned
about their impact on the environment, this
old idea is becoming popular again. Because

| g_ cilsh. composting toilets don't flush away our
B 1“\ waste, they don't waste valuable freshwater.

Unlike old-fashioned outhouses, modern

composting toilets don't smell. They are self-

~  contained, can be indoors, and don't require
A much work to keep clean.
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In the town of Burnsville, USA, people have been releasing their
unwanted pet goldfish into Keller Lake. The town recently asked the
public to stop because goldfish are invasive species that are taking
over the lake. Every year, town officials must remove the overgrown
invaders.
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There are many dangerous landmines buried in Cambodia. Seven-
year-old Magawa, an African giant pouched rat, has sniffed out 71
landmines and dozens of other kinds of explosives. After working
hard for the past five years, Magawa is slowing down in his old age
and is ready to retire as a hero.
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N © Soon, your toilet might help you stay healthy. One

' ¢ - way that doctors check our health is by examining
our poop. It may sound nasty, but doctors can
; learn a lot about how healthy or sick someone is by
. looking at the quality of their poop. Researchers
. at Duke University wanted to find out if artificial
s intelligence could identify health problems the
~ same way. They discovered that Al was correct 85%
of the time.
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This has led companies to begin developing smart toilets. These
futuristic toilets could have cameras or other tools inside to take
pictures or measurements of our waste. By collecting the data over
time, the Al can identify changes in our health and could even inform
our doctors if problems arise.
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At the Ulsan National Institute of Science and Technology in Korea,
Professor Cho Jae-weon was curious about finding ways to reduce
our cities' impact on the environment. After all, he is a professor of
urban and environmental engineering. That's what led Cho to invent
and install a new kind of composting toilet at his university.
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Cho's toilet uses a powerful vacuum to pull
poo down into a composting tank. Inside the
tank, bacteria break down the poo, releasing
methane gas. That gas is then used to charge
a battery which provides electricity for many
things in the building, for example the hot
water heater. “If we think outside the box, §
faeces has precious value to make energy &
and manure,” Cho said.
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1. What does it mean to flush as
used in this edition?

. to clean with water

. to turn red in the face

. to become soil

. to grow bacteria

o0 T o

. What is invading Keller Lake?
. the USA

. fish

. officials

. rats
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3. Why is Magawa the rat a hero?
a. He found many dangerous
bombs.

b. He lived for seven years.

SEEEn

4. Which word means about the
same as 'arise’' from page four?

a. to appear

b. to get out of bed

c. to become taller

d. a protest

5. What is the opposite of
examine?

a. to study

b. to question

c. toignore

d. to test

6. What form of life is necessary
for composting toilets to work?
a. bacteria

c. He traveled from Africa to b. giantrats

Cambodia. c. goldfish

d. He is the biggest rat. d. vegetables
Cloze Test A
How __ you train a rat to work? First, teach it ___ enjoy
being around people. Next, make a clicking sound every
time it eats food. This way, _ will connect the sound

with food. Finally, you can train it to perform other tasks.

Cloze Test B

Before you get a pet, it's a good idea to think about ___ long the
animal will live. Are you ready to take care ___ that animal for its
whole life? Do you have enough money _  all the food, toys and

healthcare the animal will need?
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Cloze Test A

1.do 2.to 3.it
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Cloze Test B

1.how 2.of 3.for
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The Rest is History

HiB k=B HS
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Looks like you need to

eat more vegetables
Daniel.

And don't forget to W
call your mother!

Stay in your lane,
Toilet.
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On the 23rd of August 1989, about 2 million people stood outsude
and held hands to make a human chain that spanned 675.5
kilometers across Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. It was called the
Baltic Chain. People did this to peacefully demonstrate their desire
for independence from the Soviet Union.
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