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Can you imagine a world with no trash?
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In nature, there is no such thing as garbage.
When plants and animals die, they return to
the ground and are consumed by other forms
of life. Water, soil and even the air get recycled
around our planet. Now, some people are
thinking about how this circular system can be
applied to the economy.
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Many of us live in a linear economy where we take, make and throw
away. In contrast, a circular economy means producing goods and
services while also cutting down on waste, such as packaging. It also
means creating goods that are durable, can be repaired and finally be
recycled into other goods. Circular economies even use renewable
energy to reduce pollution.
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The world's largest floating office recently opened in the
Netherlands. Floating Office Rotterdam uses the harbor water
to keep the temperature inside comfortable and the sun to make
power. The 4,500 square-meter, three-floor office space was even
designed to be fully recyclable. King Willem-Alexander and former
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon led the opening ceremony.
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Our brains love oxygen. Recently, researchers from Tel Aviv
University succeeded in helping people over the age of 65 who
suffer from Alzheimer's disease. The patients stayed inside special
chambers that have more pressure than is normal at sea level.
Inside, they breathed 100% oxygen. The extra oxygen and pressure
improved their memories and thinking speed.
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The entire city of Rotterdam, Netherlands has an ambitious goal:
to get rid of all waste by 2050 and become a leading circular
economy. To do this, an abandoned leisure center in the city has
been turned into a base for many startups. It's called BlueCity.
Inside, creative entrepreneurs are figuring out how to do
impossible things with waste.
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For example, one startup has figured out how
to turn rotten mangoes into an alternative
to animal leather. Another company grows
mushrooms out of used coffee grounds. Its
sister company takes used coffee grounds and
e turns them into biodegradable cups. BlueCity is
just one example in Rotterdam. Another facility,
Plant One, focuses on developing sustainable
alternatives to chemicals and fossil fuels.
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Packaging helps to protect food products Frme=—g
before we consume them, but how can we get .rf'
rid of plastic? Dr. Anne Lamp and Johanna

Baare have created the solution. They take §
waste from agriculture, such as leftover starch, ¥z
and turn it into plastic-like materials. Because [%"
the packaging is completely made from plants, \ |
it is totally compostable. The packaging can "\ %
also be used to help create biogas. ‘=
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The packaging breaks down in 2-9 weeks depending on the
thickness. Dr. Lamp says, “Should they end up in our environment
or oceans, they break down completely into CO2 and H20.” In fact,
the new packaging is so safe that you can even eat it. Lamp and
Baare's novel packaging won this year's Green Alley Award.
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1. What means about the same
as 'to eat'?

a. consume

b. die

c. garbage

d. recycle

2. What is NOT true about
the floating office in the
Netherlands?

a. It does not need heat or air
conditioners.

b. It uses fossil fuels for
electricity.

c. It is three stories tall.

d. It can be recycled.

SEEEn

4. Which word means the
opposite of 'fresh'?

a. abandoned

b. grounds

c. leather

d. rotten

5. Which word is not related to
agriculture?

a. fruits

b. vegetables

c. meat

d. plastic

6. Which word means about the
same as 'novel’ as it was used on

page five?
3. Who benefits most from the a.common
new therapy on page three? b. new
a. university workers c.old
b. scientific researchers d. a story
c. patients who stay inside
d. brain disease patients
Cloze Test A
Please change _  these comfortable clothes. When you're

ready, lie down inside the chamber. The extra pressure may

make your ears feel funny,

Cloze TestB

___don't worry. That ___ normal.

___you know how to float in water? Get into the water and relax.
Turn onto your back. Put your head back ___ that your ears are in
the water. Push out your chest. Don't worry __ your legs sink a

little.
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Cloze Test B
1.Do 2.s0 3.if
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We finally finished our
floating office.
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Things seem to be
going great,
but if anyone has any
suggestions...
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On the 24th of October 1908, there was an opening ceremony at
Taichung Park for the Taiwan Trunk Railway. The Government-
General of Taiwan celebrated the completion of the railway. It
made it possible for people to move from the north of Taiwan to the
south in a single day.
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