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You Have the Right
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No matter where you come from, we all share the same
basic human rights.
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. December 10th is International Human
Rights Day. This unique holiday was adopted
in 1948 by the United Nations General
Assembly in order to promote the education
of human rights across the world. The main
idea behind “human rights” is that all human
beings are born free and equal, no matter
what they look like or can do.
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Many different kinds of groups work all around the world to protect
human rights. For example, Freedom House serves as a watchdog
supporting democracy around the world. In Taiwan, the National
Human Rights Museum in New Taipei uses interactive films and
exhibits to help people learn from past human rights violations.
Individuals can also take action to protect human rights by using non-
violent methods.
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An amateur scuba diver from Israel recently found a humber of
ancient artifacts near his local beach on the Mediterranean seabed.

One item turned out to be a 900-year-old sword and is believed to
have belonged to a knight during the Crusades in Europe.

HEI7 | Andrew Edmunds B / 123RF

B —E S EEREKEE B KE - REWEBREFIR THZD
34D - BHE—REES 900 FRELEITR - EFRMET - ILRISREEREUN+5E
SRALBFHART L B9ECE -

e

'
R EEERRE
I/ Andrew Edmunds & / 123RF

Moving buildings from one place to another is nothing new. The
Fu'an Temple in Pingtung was moved 40 meters to save it. Recently
a couple in Newfoundland, Canada saved their house by floating it
across a body of water. They installed barrels along the bottom of
the house to float it across the water.
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One of the most powerful examples of
a non-violent protest for human rights
happened in India during the beginning of
the 20th century. Mahatma Gandhi showed
gl his people how to rebel against the British
¥ occupation without hurting others. Since
M then, activists and protesters around the
== world have used peaceful demonstrations
to support their causes.
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In 1987, Estonia joined its Baltic neighboring states of Latvia and
Lithuania to sing national songs in an act of civil disobedience against
Soviet rule. This came to be known as the Singing Revolution. The
Baltic people continued singing for freedom until the fall of the Soviet
Union in 1991. These kinds of nonviolent protests work because they
attract more support for causes than violent protests do.
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Fannie Lou Hamer grew up with very little formal education in the
1920s. At that time, unfair laws kept black Americans from learning
about their own human rights. Because of this situation, Hamer picked
cotton for most of her early adult life. It wasn't until she was 45 years
old that she learned she had the US constitutional right to vote.
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to register to vote. When she tried to register
fellow black Mississippians, she was beaten by
the police. Instead of scaring her away, Hamer
only became more determined. In 1963, Hamer
jomed the Student Nonviolent Coordlnatlng
g Committee, and spoke about human rights
wi to help black people start voting. Hamer's
efforts show us that even without resources,

Ml determination can triumph over injustice.
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1. What is an example of a human 4. How did the Baltic nations on

right?

a. All people share the right to be
free from slavery.

b. Some human beings are better
than others.

c. No one can think for themselves.
d. Everyone must pay a 3% sales
tax.

2. What is true about the Israeli
scuba diver from page three?

a. He is a professional scuba diver.
b. He is over 900 years old.

c. He was looking for a European
knight.

d. He accidentally discovered an
old object.

3. What did the Newfoundland
couple from page three do?

a. They moved their house over
water.

b. They turned their house into a
temple.

c. They moved house from Canada
to Taiwan.

d. They removed barrels from the
bottom of their house.

Cloze Test A

page four protest?

a. by hurting others

b. by singing songs

c. by occupying India
d. by protesting Gandhi

5. What did Hamer do after she was
beaten?

a. She became scared.

b. She tried harder.

c. She registered to vote.

d. She worked picking cotton.

6. Formal is to informalas .
a. justice is to injustice

b. beat is to injury

c. install is to interact

d. rebel is to human

My family and __ moved to a new house last year. It took a long time ____
us to pack our things. Then it took even longer to find new places _

put them in our new home.

Cloze Test B

If you are interested _ seeing beautiful things under the water, you
can learn to scuba dive. You will carry big tanks of air __ your back as
you dive underwater. That way, you don't have ___ go to the surface to

breathe.
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’ Hey neighborl et
What're you doing? / No, thanks.

We've got a
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/ Isn't modern
technology
something?
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In the 1950s, there was a bus law in Montgomery, Alabama that
said if the bus was crowded, white people could sit in the front
and black people should give up their seats. One day in 1955, Rosa
Parks refused to give up her seat and was arrested. Four days
later on December 5th, all black people in the city refused to ride
the bus in what is now known as the Montgomery Bus Boycott.
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