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All wrapped up with place to
Try staying like that for a few thousand years!
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Mummies are often associated with the ancient
Egyptians, but they were not the only culture that
mummified dead humans and animals. In fact,
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@l |slands, the Guanches, and many pre-Columbian
: societies of South America, including the Incas,
practiced mummification as well.
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The Chinchorro people of Chile practiced mummification 2,000
years before the ancient Egyptians. The Chinchorros lived 9,000
to 3,100 years ago in the Atacama Desert. They practiced natural
mummification by first removing the internal organs and replacing
them with vegetable fibers or animal hair. Then they covered the
faces with clay masks and often painted the bodies. Finally, they
let the mummies dry out naturally in the dry climate of the high-
altitude desert.
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If fleeing the worsening wildfires weren’'t bad enough, animals
also face the threat of predators. Humans can help. Macquarie
University’s Dr. Alexandra Carthey has developed the biodegradable
wildlife shelters. Her habitat pods have been designed as a safe
house for small animals, such as possums, bush rats and reptiles, to
protect them from big cats and foxes.
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A rare artifact has been recovered and finally returned to an Italian
museum. It is a Caligula-era mosaic. Built in the Roman Empire,
buried for two millennia under a lake, uncovered by a dictator, then
stolen by the Nazis, it was finally recovered—only to be sold as a
coffee table in a Park Avenue apartment.
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Nowadays, we might see mummies in scary
horror movies or as playful Halloween
decorations, but in ancient history the practice
of mummification was a widespread and
honored tradition. Instead of being disgusting,
P mummification held religious significance and
«. fwas often performed by skilled specialists. It
was a way to honor the dead.
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The Guanches were the aboriginal people of the Canary Islands. For
them, mummification was so special that it was reserved exclusively
for the highest social caste of them. The Inca civilization of Peru
worshiped their ancestors and so mummified their dead to show
respect. Important mummies could even be occasionally removed
from their tombs to participate in ceremonies because they were
considered a link between the living and the gods.
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Last October, Pieter Van Dalen Luna
and his team of archaeologists were
digging at a site near Lima, Peru when
they surprisingly discovered a mummy.
It is estimated to be between 800 and
™ 1,200 years old. The mummy was tied
& with ropes and with its hands covering its
" face. Researchers say this is consistent
“ with southern Peruvian funeral customs.
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Along with the mummy, the team found evidence of food and
offerings from different ages shows that this mummy was someone
of high status. Because historians don't know much about pre-
Hispanic times in that area, this new mummy will inform them.
The team will now carry out further specialized analysis including
carbon dating that will allow them to learn more details about their
identity.
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1. What helped the Chinchorros
mummify bodies naturally?

a. the height of the desert above
sea level

b. the practices of the ancient
Egyptians

c. the fruits and vegetables they
ate

d. the internal organs of animals

2. How are people helping wildlife
affected by wildfires?

a. by creating places for them to
live

b. by sharing the ground with
animals

c. by making wildfires naturally

d. by worsening the seasons

3. Where was the rare mosaic for
most of its life?

a. for sale in a store

b. hidden underground

c. inside a museum

d. on top of a coffee table

Cloze Test A

4. How did ancient cultures feel
about mummies?

a. They were scared by the horror.
b. They were disgusted by their
tombs.

¢c. They honored them at
Halloween.

d. They admired them greatly.

5. What is true about the new
mummy from page five?

a. It will take 800 years to dig it
out of the site.

b. Its form is in agreement with
death ceremonies.

c. The team already knows its
identity.

d. The researchers were looking
for it.

6. Which word means a society at
a particular period in time that is
well developed?

a. ancestor

b. carbon

c. civilization

d. culture

The habitat pods are six-sided pyramids, 60 centimeters wide ___
each side and 60 centimeters tall. They are made ___ cardboard.
___are holes in the cardboard to let in air and light.

Cloze Test B

The Caligula era refers to the time ___ Gaius Caesar Germanicus,

better known as Caligula,

the third Roman emperor. He ruled ___

37 to 41 AD. His nickname “Caligula” translates to “Little Boot”.
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Cloze TestA

1.on 2.0of 3.There
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1.when 2.was 3.from
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Ch, hey! nE
We're going o the cafe,"@¢
Do you want to come?
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I have no idea
what he just said.
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On the 15th of January 2009, a potential disaster turned into the a
heroic display of skill when Captain Chesley Burnett Sullenberger
lll safely landed a plane on New York City's Hudson River. He was
piloting the plane when they struck a flock of geese, damaging
the engines.
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