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What spins real fast and is smaller than a typhoon?
Tornadoes and waterspouts!
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On a stormy day, you might hear someone say
it's raining cats and dogs, but what about fish?
Late last December, officials in a Texas town
said in a Facebook post that it was indeed
“raining fish” during a rainstorm. Animal rain
: is an event that occurs when small animals are
: swept up in waterspouts or very strong winds.
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The animals may be carried for several kilometers, but eventually
they are rained down along with the rain. As strange as it may
sound, animal rain has been recorded all over the world and
throughout recorded history. In fact, Roman naturalist Pliny the
Elder wrote about storms of frogs and fish way back in the first
century AD.
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New research suggests that we spend 30-50% of our daily thoughts
just letting our minds wander, and that too much mind wandering
can lead to worse performance on tests and difficulty recalling
information. Fortunately, the University of Cincinnati study also
found that the practice of intentionally focusing on the present
moment, or mindfulness, can help reduce mind wandering.
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Composting fruit and vegetable scraps is a great way to reduce
garbage, but it can also attract animals looking for a free lunch.
Recently, animal rescuers in Britain rescued a badger stuck in a
compost bin. After feasting on the compost, the badger was too fat
to climb back out.
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Tornadic waterspouts are tornadoes that
form over water, or move from land to water.
"= Although the largest waterspouts can
measure 100 meters across and last for up to
one hour, the average spout measures closer
to 50 meters and lives for 5 to 10 minutes.
On average, these whirling columns of air
and water mist move with wind speeds of 80
kilometers per hour.
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Most waterspouts are associated with severe thunderstorms and can
come along with hail and lightning. Another kind of waterspout can
form on fair weather days, but these move very little and are usually
less dangerous. As large and as eye-catching as they may seem,
waterspouts are much smaller than typhoons, making them very hard
for meteorologists to predict.

ZEUKREBIEMRSERIZIENTR - BiFESHEKENNE - Ms—EEX
RIBEABRIZ P ERBIIBRIEVKEER - RETMRIERRE - BBRARRBIE
HARBEREANSIATE @ HEKEBIRERZE/RER @ BERRERMIH
LIFRRIET] -

measure (v.) B F across (adv.) B whirl (v.) e hail (n.) K& fair (adj.) IEEAAY

4



SEEER wonne mun_wen
REid & BiR ik
HRESRRE IRRERERS

HY | Leila Luo B / 123RF

Tornadoes are dangerous and can cause a
lot of destruction to property, or even worse,

about tornadoes, so we can predict them and =528
give people more time to escape. People who &
follow tornadoes with vehicles when they &
form are called storm chasers. Meteorologist
Tim Samaras was one of them.
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For over three decades, Samaras and his team chased after big
storms, putting themselves in harm's way so they could educate
the public and ultimately save lives with their research. Samaras
also built a special probe equipped with cameras. After the
device was put in the path of a tornado, it was swept up and the
cameras helped Samaras and his team document the tornado
from different angles.
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1. What does a naturalist do?

a. study plants and animals as
they live in nature

b. rescue animals from heavy
rainstorms

c. raise frogs and fish for sale at
market

d. sweep up after strong winds
cause damage

2. What is the meaning of
'performance’ as it was used on
page three?

a. an activity to entertain an
audience

b. how well someone or something
functions

c. a type of art that is created in
front of a crowd

d. a live show or concert

3. Where did the animal on page
three get stuck?

a. in a box used for storing things
b. in a fruit and vegetable garden
c. at the University of Cincinnati

d. at a British lunch feast

Eigh

4. Why is it hard to say that
waterspouts might happen in the
future?

a. They don't last very long on
average.

b. They only form on fair weather
days.

c. They are not as large as
typhoons.

d. They are made of air and mist.

5. Which of the following words
does not belong in this group?

a. Earthquake

b. Tornado

c. Typhoon

d. Waterspout

6. Yearistodecadeas .
a. fish is to ocean

b. cow is to herd

c. test is to school

d. badger is to animal

Cloze Test A

Here is a simple mindfulness meditation anyone can ___ anywhere.
Sit or stand comfortably. Close your eyes and pay attention ___ the
different parts of your body, starting from your feet and slowly moving
upto__ head.

Cloze Test B

Badgers __ related to weasels and otters. They have short, stout

bodies with short tails. Their faces are white with black markings. They
spend much ___ their lives underground. They have long, sharp claws

that are ideal ___ digging.
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Cloze Test A

1.do 2.to 3.your
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Cloze Test B

1.are 2.of 3.for
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Master Turtle, Simple. First,
\ how do we find inner you must look inside
yourself.
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On the 18th of February 1930, astronomer Clyde W. Tombaugh
discovered a new celestial body at the Lowell Observatory in
Flagstaff, Arizona—Pluto. His finding was then confirmed by
several other astronomers. Finally, on the 13th of March, the
discovery of Pluto was announced to the public.
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