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And so do other animals, too!
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Recently, countries all over the world have made
AN progress in recognizing the rights of animals.

Last November the UK amended the Animal
& Welfare (Sentience) Bill to include some unique
2 invertebrates. Crabs, octopus and lobsters and
% all other decapod crustaceans and cephalopod
| mollusks are now recognized as sentient beings.
Scientists believe their complex central nervous
i, systems make them sentient, like us, but what
exactly is sentience?
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Sentience simply means a being can feel pleasure and pain. We can
measure this by studying a creature's nervous system. If it has pain
receptors and can learn new behaviors and responses to adapt to its
environment, then it is sentient. By classifying certain crustaceans
and mollusks as sentient, the UK bill will ensure that animal welfare
is considered when making decisions in the future.
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Knowing one person over the age of 100 is rare enough, but one
tiny Italian town has more than that. Ten residents of the town of
Perdasdefogu are over 100 years old. Scientists who have studied
the town attribute their longevity to factors like the clean air, their
active lifestyles, and diets filled with fresh vegetables.
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It's easy to imagine a small item getting stolen, but how about an
entire house? Recently, Michigan State Police investigators asked
the public for help finding a 3.7-meter by 8.5-meter cabin. The
owners of the cabin reported it was missing. The cabin is believed to
have been taken sometime between Nov. 18 and Dec. 16.
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Freedom of movement is one kind of
animal right. Unfortunately, factory-
farmed animals often don't have much
room to move. As more people learn about
=4 how factory-farm chickens are treated,
st they are demanding cage-free eggs. Cage-
free means a chicken can turn and walk
— around, lay its eggs in a nest as it normally
would, resulting in a healthier chicken and
eqgs that are safer to consume.
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Before 2020, Burger King in Taiwan still sold caged eggs. The
Environment and Animal Society of Taiwan demonstrated and
demanded action. So did groups all over the world in organized
public campaigns. The pressure worked. Finally, in December
2020, Restaurant Brands International (RBIl), the owner of Burger
King, announced it had made its cage-free policy global.
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Many companies test their products on animals
before the product is deemed safe for market.
While this may ensure safety for people, it
disregards the rights of animals. People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals, or PETA, have been
fighting against animal testing and other forms
of abuse for decades. Their efforts have been
instrumental in the passing of laws in countries
all over the world, including Taiwan.
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Thanks to PETA's efforts in Taiwan, five companies have already
agreed to ban animal testing unless required by law, including
Grape King Bio, Quaker, and Uni-President. Today, PETA and
more than 96,000 supporters are continuing to push for health
claims in food and beverage marketing to be removed if they are
based on animal testing.
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1. How have countries recently made
progress according to page two?

a. Countries have created or changed
laws to admit that animals have an
important status.

b. International scientists have helped
crabs and lobsters to feel less pain.

c. Governments now help nervous
animals learn new behaviors.

d. There are more complex systems in
unique environments.

2. Who is the focus of Story 1 on page
three?

a. some elderly people who live in
Perdasdefogu

b. 100 scientists who study active
lifestyles

c. the vegetarians who cleaned the air
d. one tiny ltalian who is over 100

3. Which title best describes Story 2 on
page three?

a. Michigan Police Catch Thieves Who
Stole Imagination

b. Police Investigation Leads to New
State Report

c. Public Assistance Needed to Locate
Missing House

d. Cabin Owners Invite Public Visits

4. What does demonstrate mean as it
was used on page four?

a. to involve oneself in a public protest
b. to make something understandable

c. to prove or reveal a truth about
something

d. to show how to use or do something

5. Which word means to forbid people
from using something?

a. abuse

b. ban

C. ensure

d. remove

6. Welfare is to well-beingas ___.
a. behavior is to behave

b. campaign is to politics

c. demand is to strongly request
d. existence is to exit

Before December 16th

Cloze Test A

The human nervous system is divided __ two parts because of where they
are in the body. The central nervous system ___ located in the skull and down

the middle of the spine. It includes the nerves __ the brain and spinal cord.

Cloze Test B

There is great diversity amongst mollusks. Most mollusks ___ shells, but some
groups do not. The gastropods (snails and slugs) are ___ far the most humerous
mollusks in terms of classified species. They account __ 80% of the total mollusks.
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g% The humans figured out
that we're sentient.
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I could've told them that. .
Do you think they'll stop eating us, too?
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On 25 March 421, the first stone of the first church in Venice, Italy
was laid. This marked the founding of the city—or did it? Though
historians aren’'t exactly sure, most agree to accept this date. In
reality, early settlers and refugees fleeing invasions migrated to the
area before this date.
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