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Never underestimate the power of cuteness.
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Some people say looking at cute things on the
internet is a waste of time. However, research
shows that looking at cute things is good for
us. A 2012 study conducted by psychological
scientists at Hiroshima University in Japan
found evidence that cute pictures may lead to
improved performance on detail-oriented tasks
that require concentration. This study suggests
that viewing cute images makes people behave
more deliberately and carefully.
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More recently, a 2020 study conducted by the University of Leeds in
the UK concluded that people who watch cute animals feel calmer
amidst stressful circumstances. The study showed that every
participant experienced a reduction in blood pressure, heart rate,
and anxiety after watching a 30-minute video.
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There used to be laws in Europe that prohibited shepherds and
ranchers from taking their animals into the forest to graze. Now
these laws are being bent or even removed. A 2021 GrazelLIFE study
showed that horses, bison, and other herbivores were effective in
reducing forest fire risk in flatter or thinner forested areas.
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When an elderly patient died suddenly during a routine test,
scientists accidentally captured data on the activity in his brain. His
brain waves were remarkably similar to those seen during memory

recall, suggesting that people may actually see their life "flash
before their eyes” when they die.
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' The human brain is wired to respond to cute
babies with large eyes and heads. This natural
attraction to cuteness ensures that parents pay
attention to and protect their babies while they
are their most vulnerable. But what happens
when babies are not cute? There is some
evidence to suggest that less-cute infants are
treated differently.
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Studies show that both men and women look at cute infant faces
longer than less-cute faces. The real-life application of this
preference hurts babies who are born with cleft lips or palates.
Infants with these kinds of facial problems are more likely to
suffer, partially because mothers are likely to respond less to
them than cuter babies. This results in slower child development
and coghnitive problems.
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Like many other business owners when COVID-19
first spread, restaurateur Naoki Teraoka struggled
financially. However, his family still decided
to adopt an entire family of stray cats. Once
comfortable, the cats began to lie on the model &
train scenes in the restaurant. Teraoka thought
the sight was very funny and cute. So did many
others who saw his photos on Instagram.
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Teraoka decided to embrace the cuteness and reinvent the entire
restaurant as a cat sanctuary where customers could interact
with stray cats—and even adopt them. As more customers came,
Teraoka was able to expand his operations with a second-floor
cat shelter and kitty hotel. “We thought we were helping them,
but they were the ones who helped us,” Teraoka said.
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1. How do cute things affect us
according to the studies on page
two?

a. People tend to waste more time.

b. People require more concentration
to do tasks.

c. People's heartbeats slow down.

d. People's videos are better for
psychological research.

2. What does the word flatter mean
as it was used on page three?

a. to praise someone too much

b. more level than something else

c. not interesting, or without emotion
d. a set of rooms for living in, usually
all on one floor

3. Which word from page three
means a person who is receiving
medical care?

4. What is not true about the page
four story?

a. Mothers always respond less to
ugly babies.

b. Humans have an instinct to like
cute things.

c. The cuteness of babies helps them
survive.

d. Less-cute babies can develop
more slowly.

5. What is a good title for the story on
page five?

a. Family Aboard Japanese Train
Attacked by Stray Cats

b. Man Shelters in Place During
COoVID

c. Struggling Business Saved by Cute
Cats

d. Expanding Thoughts on the
Restaurant Business

a. capture
b. patient 6. Prohibitis to allow as ___.
c. rancher a. anxiety is to calmness
d. shepherd b. bend is to remove
c. expand is to interact
d. infant is to baby
Cloze Test A
Herbivores __ animals that only eat plants. Some examples are deer,
elephants, and horses. ___ teeth are flatter so they can grind plant matter.

They might eat the fruit, leaves, roots,

Cloze TestB

seeds of plants.

Today when | got home, | heard ___ soft meow. | looked around and saw a

tiny kitten under a bush. It was sick,
| decided to keep it.

ltook ittothe vet. t __ so cute that
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Cloze TestA
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Cloze Test B

1.a 2.s0 3.was
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Wow,
that is one super
cute bunny!

I don't think
it's that cute.
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On the fifth of April 1815, Mount Tambora in Indonesia erupted,
killing tens of thousands of people in the initial event. It was the
most powerful volcano eruption in human history. For three years
after, particles from the volcano spread around the globe causing
planetary cooling and famine.
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