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ho gets to decideat art is?
The person looking at it.
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" When people hear the word “art”, most
- people quickly think of the paintings or
- sculptures in museums. What about music,
theater, video and writing? Those are
also artistic forms of expression. Building
‘ - design, or architecture, is another form of
- art. Even everyday objects like a beautiful
' tea set can be art.
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If art can be so many different things, how can we tell if something
is art? Our definitions of art have changed throughout history.
While we might still disagree on art today, most people can agree
that art should follow two simple rules: it should be created on
purpose, not by accident, and it should give the viewer or listener
an idea or feeling.
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In February, the largest newspaper in Finland published a

B/ Andrew Edmunds B/ 123RF

detailed article about Taiwan’s indigenous people. Both Finland
and Taiwan have indigenous ethnic groups, however indigenous
issues are not often covered in Finland’s media. So, this article
caught the attention of Finnish readers.
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In the Aleutian Islands of Alaska, there is an island that used to
be known as ‘Rat Island’. After rats were accidentally brought to
the island in the 1700s, they drove out the native species and took
over. Thanks to efforts from conservationists to remove the rats, the
island’s natural ecosystem has fully recovered after only 11 years.
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People can use computers to make art, but
can computers make art by themselves?
Some artists in Europe and America want
to know the answer to this question, too.
Algorithms, the instructions that computers
follow to solve math problems, are the key to
creating surprisingly detailed works of art
that are beyond human imagination.
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Many artists imagine their finished painting or song and then work
on creating it in real life. Algorithm art isn’t like that. When architect
Michael Hansmeyer, computer scientist Ben Shneiderman or artist
Sougwen Chung create their art, they experiment by changing the
rules that the computers follow. These small changes create art that
surprises everyone, including the creators.
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(%1In March, local cartoonist Yang Hsin-yi
N displayed his newest and largest creation
of art. The 4-meter long drawing of Taipei’s
v, Dadaocheng area shows the lively activity
_ along Yanping North Road and Dihua
i3 Street. From scooters and buses to people
0N strolling down the sidewalk, the drawing
’ highlights the culture of the Dadaochng
area—but with a funny twist.

SEATEERHBWE (£3: &¥) RSE=-RREBCRH - RAMBEVE
fFG - BILABERESE - ZE&K 4 AR SEFEILE - B ESIRMEEE
ERRA - REENTEMEABIZLEAR » BT EaIE s B - 2
E1 EAREBIAF - (B2 34

Throughout the drawing, Yang included cartoon versions of well-
known people, including Taipei Mayor Ko Wen-je and former
American President Donald Trump. The drawing started out on
22 sheets of B4 paper and was finished digitally. There is also
an animated version. Yang says that his art is like a time machine
“because all the characters, buildings, and activities presented
cross time and countries”.
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1. Which is NOT a definition of
art?

a. It was unplanned.

b. It was made with intention.

c. It causes thought.

d. It stirs up feelings.

2. How are Finland and Taiwan
similar?

a. Both have native peoples.

. Neither has media.

. They both read Chinese.

. They don’t have newspapers.
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4. How can a computer make
art?

a. It uses its imagination.

b. It changes artists’ paintings.
c. It experiments on humans.

d. It follows directions.

5. What is NOT in Yang Hsin-yi’s
drawing?

a. buildings

b. government leaders

c. vehicles

d. paper

3. How did ‘Rat Island’ recover? 6. Which word means full of
a. The rats were taken away. energy or activity?
b. Native species were removed. a. detailed
c. Conservationists took over. b. expressive
d. There was an accident. c. liver

d. lively
Cloze Test A
Yesterday art class we painted pictures of our
favorite places. Henry painted a picture of
bedroom. Amanda painted a picture the park.
Cloze Test B
For homework, | have __ read this news article and write a

summary of it. My teacher said to answer all the 5-W questions:

who, __, where, whenand ___.
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Cloze Test A
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Wow, this painting Really?
is beautiful. Do you think so?

B f Leila Luo BE/HS

How about this one?
I think it's really )
interesting. [ Looks about the
_same to me.
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Well, what kind of g
art do you like? Joo = e
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On the 26th of April 1986, the Chernobyl nuclear power station
suffered a meltdown. Engineers were trying to run tests, but
made many mistakes. The explosion sent more than 50 tons of
radioactive material into the atmosphere. To this day it remains
the worst nuclear accident in history.
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