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Gettig from plae to Iaceis simple thanks to

the roads we build.
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BRIy People have been using roads to get from
il place to place faster for a long time. The
b= first roads were simply dirt roads packed
to be flat and smooth. These dirt roads
then became stone roads and eventually
the black, paved roads we have today.
Unfortunately, our convenient roads have
a big effect on the environment.
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Dirt roads seem harmless but the dust that gets pushed into the
air makes the air dirty. Gravel or stone roads keep the air cleaner
but they can stop water from flowing. Modern roads paved with
asphalt let water pass and are dust free but are made with oil.
These problems are why engineers continue to look for road
solutions that are better for the planet.
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Twelve countries, including Vietnam, the Philippines and India
have found a successful way to reduce plastic garbage—build
roads with it instead. Not only does this keep plastic out of

landfills and oceans, but the new roads are also stronger and
last longer.
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Turning plastic into thread for cloth is a clever way to reuse plastic,
but the material doesn’t breathe very well. Recently an international
team of scientists at MIT fixed that problem. They stretched the
plastic to make fibers just like pulling dough to make noodles. Their
new cloth is light and breathable.
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In Xizhi, the search for better roads has led to a very interesting
answer—the sponge road. Made by JW Eco-Technology, this high-
tech pavement is better at preventing floods because the water can
flow through into the soil below. It can also help prevent the opposite
problem of droughts because tanks can be put underneath to collect
water.
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B This new pavement is also quite good at
g4 staying cool. In the heat of summer, the
soft, spongy road can be 10-20 degrees
Celsius cooler than normal asphalt roads.
This makes it a perfect solution for walking
paths in parks and neighborhoods. The
technology is still expensive so it might be
a while before you see these breathable
roads in your neighborhood.
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Sometimes when a person suffers a great loss, like losing a loved
one, the person turns their pain into something that helps others.
Dashrath Manjhi did that after his wife fell on a narrow path on the
side of a rocky hill. Because the nearest town with a doctor was 70
kilometers away, Manjhi’s wife couldn’t get medical care fast enough
and died.

CRNXEZENEANTER ' AMBRESZERILA/BADNIERNSE o EHH
i - SEHZBFEREEIEFLE CRE - sIRRE 70 ARAIKREEE - B
JERRRGEMBT ©

Manjhi decided to cut a wider, safer road
through the rocks in order to let his fellow
villagers have easier access to medical
care. For 22 years, he carved a road
using simple hand tools all by himself. In
1982, Manjhi finished the road. People
from 60 different villages used his road,
which reduced their journeys from 55km
down to 15km.
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1. Which statement is NOT true
about roads?

a. They can be made from different
materials.

b. They are completely harmless.
c. They are easy to use.

d. They make traveling more
convenient.

2. Where are some countries
starting to put their plastic waste?
a. in the countryside

b. in roads

c. on the ocean

d. under landfills

3. What is wrong with older cloth
made from plastic?

a. It makes too much plastic waste.
b. It doesn’t let air move through it.
c. It stretches out of shape.

d. It looks like noodles.

Cloze Test A
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4. How are the spongy roads
helpful?

a. They prevent the summers from
being so hot.

b. They can keep floods from
happening.

c. They give engineers jobs.

d. They reduce plastic garbage.

5. Who helped Dashrath Manjhi
build the road?

a. his wife

b. a doctor

c. 22 people

d. no one

6. Which word means a long time
with little or no rain?

a. drop

b. drought

c. drown

d. flood

Tina bought some new athletic clothing to wear when ___ exercises. They
___made from different materials, like bamboo ___ plastic.

Cloze TestB

Tom used to jog on the road but __ hard surface made ___ knees
hurt. Now he jogs on a softer track and ___ more comfortable.
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Cloze Test B
1.the 2.his 3.is
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Therel
T'll just grab my
tools and then I can
make some thread,
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Uh..that's not b
ramen, buddy. )
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Today, if we’re lost, we can easily check a map app on a
smartphone but we couldn’t do that without a network of
satellites in space called the Global Positioning System (GPS). On
the 1st of May 2000, former US President Bill Clinton opened GPS
for public use.
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