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The hair on your head is more valuable than you think.
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£ There is a fairy tale about a princess who is
locked in a tall tower and lets a prince use
W her hair as a rope ladder. Could this really
work in real life? Actually, hair is much
m stronger than you might expect. A single

' . strand of hair is half as strong as a piece of
_ steel that is the same size. But hair is stronger
when many strands are together.
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At the University of Cambridge in
England, Ray Goldstein studies the
physics of living materials, including
the physics of ponytails. He estimates
that it would take around 500 to 1,000
hairs to hold a full-grown human who
weighs about 80 kilograms. It seems
hair-rope ladders aren't just for fairy
tales after all.
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Folklore from around the world tells us that people look at animals
to predict the weather. Most tales are superstitions, but some
recent evidence from the University of Sao Paulo in Brazil shows
that moths, beetles and aphids really do behave differently before it
rains.
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Water can turn into metal on planets like Jupiter, Neptune and
Uranus where there is a lot of pressure, but how could it be done
on Earth? Chemists at the Czech Academy of Sciences in Prague
recently mixed water, sodium and potassium. Then, they put the
mixture into a vacuum to create a yellow metal, but it only lasted for
a few seconds.
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& Despite the challenges of the pandemic, there
is a good result: charitable organizations in
&% America have reported that they are receiving
more hair donations. During the pandemic,
many hair salons closed, so men and women
let their hair grow long. When salons re-
‘ opened, people cut off their long hair and more

people than before donated that hair.
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People can lose their hair for a number of reasons, for example during
chemotherapy treatment for cancer. Hair We Share, a nonprofit
organization, received 135% more hair donations this year. Usually
women and girls donate their hair, but because men have stayed home
and let their hair grow longer than usual, new hair donations now
come from men.
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Seventeen-year-old Kieran Moise had worn his
hair in an Afro since childhood, but when he
began military school, he had to get a haircut.
So, he started a fundraising campaign on the
29th of May. The idea was to raise US $1,000 for
every 2.5cm of his hair and donate the money
to St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital.
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“One of my good friends in middle school died from cancer and |
know St. Jude’s really helped his family. This is just one way that
| feel like | can give back. It will also help make some really good
wigs for kids!” Moise wrote on his fundraising page. In the end, he
raised more than US $39,000 in support of cancer research.

SERMNRSMEIORE @ "P2FH RO —UBRINREE BERERE
HRERBMOXRABNUEST - RESMEHEIUNLRERZSEHT
BEREAZFIMEF—HAENERE - , B2 SFRISEE 39,000 8R7ETT
M FEERS -

childhood (n.) BBlEF  haircut (n.) 1858 campaign (n.) &2  cancer (n.) BBAE  give back (phr.) OFR

g



174 H3

021G HMH ZHER

1. What is a children’s story
involving magic and imaginary
creatures called?

a. childhood

b. folklore

c. a fairy tale

d. a ponytail

2. Which insect was mentioned by
Story 1 on page three?

a. butterfly

b. dragonfly

c. mosquito

d. moth

3. Why doesn’t water easily turn
into metal on our planet?

a. There isn’t enough pressure.

b. There is too much sodium.

c. The academy is too hard.

d. Other planets are mixed.

SEEEn

4. What is different about hair
donations in America now?

a. People are donating their lost
hair.

b. Men have begun donating hair.
c. Boys are receiving longer hair
donations.

d. Companies are making more
money off donated hair.

5. Why did Kieran Moise raise
funds?

a. to enroll at military school

b. to help with disease research
c. to help his school friend

d. to buy wigs for kids

6. What is the meaning of “report”
as it was used on page four?

a. to relate the details of an event
b. to repeat something you have
heard

c. to make a formal complaint

d. to write news reports

Cloze Test A
Farmers __ Vietnam believe that if the dragonfly flies
high it will __ sunny and if it flies low there will be

rain. In the United Kingdom, people say that _ ant
hills are high in July, the coming winter will be hard.

Cloze TestB

I’m raising money autism research by running in the marathon

next month. | hope | can run far,

the total length is over 42

kilometers. Will you join me in supporting autism ___ donating NT $1

for every meter that | run?
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Cloze Test A

1.in 2.be 3.if
HrFEREBERESRNAXRIEX » BEREZTENE IR © £528  AfI
RRTCAKSBREEESSL  BESERTEEES -

Cloze Test B

1.for 2.but 3.by
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|The “No Hawk!”
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On the 26th of September 1961, a 20-year-old Bob Dylan
performed for the first time in public, marking the start of his
legendary career. The folk singer was known for his unique sound
and his anti-war songs. He was the first musician to earn the Nobel
Prize in Literature in 2016.

1961 £ 9826 H 2080 - WWEXALE AT HEVE
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