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Bringing power to the whole world is a pretty big job.
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It may be hard to believe, but even in 2021, one
out of every ten people in the world don't have
electricity in their homes. Daily tasks that we
perform easily, like washing clothes or reading
after sunset, are more difficult without power. For
a whole society, this means that many people have
a lower quality of life, health and education.
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While there has been progress on the African continent, especially
in countries such as Ghana and Ethiopia, the African nations that are
south of the Sahara desert are still behind. In these countries, like
Tanzania, there aren't enough power plants to generate electricity.
On top of that, there aren't enough wires to bring what little power
they make to people's homes.
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Recently, stonemasons who were restoring an old mansion in
France found hidden gold coins from the time when French Kings
Louis Xl and Louis XIV ruled. The treasure is worth over $8 million
NTD. A French law says that discovered treasure must be split 50-50
between the property owners and the people who found the coins.
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Researchers from Switzerland have created a wooden floor that
collects energy from people walking on it. Based on their tests, a
piece of the new floor about the same size as a sheet of paper is able
to produce enough energy to power LED lamps and small electronic
devices.
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How can we bring electricity to developing nations in Africa in
an eco-friendly way? Africa has natural resources that can help,
including the world's longest river and plenty of sunlight and wind.
Even with so many natural resources, it's still going to take a lot of
money to build renewable energy infrastructure.
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Renewable energy could supply 22% of electricity
for the African continent by the year 2030, but the
ultimate goal for Africa is to reach 50%. According
to the International Renewable Energy Agency,
that would take US $70 billion per year. Are the
benefits worth it? People would have new jobs,
earn more money, enjoy better health, and have
more time for education and hobbies—all the
g things that make up a good quality of life.
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How hard would it be to study by candlelight?
What if you couldn't even afford to buy candles?
That's what daily life was like in the small village
of Mzimba in the Republic of Malawi. Without
electricity, students had a hard time passing
their school exams. All that changed when
B Colrerd Nkosi built his own electric generator.
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Nkosi created his hand-made electric turbine using an old corn-
shelling machine. He installed it in the village's fast-moving river.
Because his neighbors want more electricity, Nkosi continues to
improve his invention. So far, over 2,000 people have benefited
from his sustainable electricity. To honor his service to his
community, Nkosi was awarded a Point Of Light Award from
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II.
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1. Which is true about the story 4. Which is NOT a benefit

from page two?

a. Ten people in society
perform daily tasks.

b. Africa has not been getting
better.

c. Quality of life is low without
power.

d. The Sahara desert is behind
Africa.

2. What were the stonemasons
from page three doing?

a. fixing a big house

b. restoring gold coins

c. working for the king

d. splitting property owners

3. What new device from page
three can make electricity?

a. a sheet of paper

b. a wooden floor

c. LED lamps

d. walking people

mentioned on page four?
a. better quality of life

b. earning more money
c. high cost

d. new jobs

5. How did Colrerd Nkosi help
his community?

. He won an award.

. He bought candles.

. He made a turbine.

. He fixed a corn machine.

o o Bk o 2 <]

. Asiais to continentas .
. candle is to candlelight

. electricity is to generator
. Malawi is to country

. renew is to energy
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Cloze Test A

Yesterday, | played in the park __ my little sister. My dog, Max,
was digging a hole when he started to bark. There __ a box in
the hole filled with treasure! The law says we get __ keep half.
Cloze TestB

A turbine is just like a big fan, ___ it works in reverse. Instead of
using electricity to make the fan move, the movement ___ the

turbine makes electricity for us. People have been using wind
power ___ along time.
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Cloze Test A

1.with 2.was 3.to
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Cloze Test B
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U Oh nol
Be careful around I told you fo be
this part here. I was being careful,
careful!
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Pardon, would you

mind fixing that? [

It's a bit chillyin §
here. i
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The Rest is History V=5
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On the 18th of October 1867, the USA purchased the land now
known as Alaska from Russia for US $7.2 million. At first, the
American public was not pleased with the purchase because they
thought the land was worthless. They changed their minds in 1896
when gold was discovered in Alaska's Klondike River.
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