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There are a lot of good reasons to hop
on a skateboard.
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High performance sport, recreational activity, or
transportation method? Skateboarding is all of
those things. Skateboards were first invented in
Southern California. The first skateboards were
made out of old wooden crates with wheels
attached to the bottom. Surfers loved the idea of
~ being able to practice riding water on land, so
= they continued to develop skateboards.
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The sport and hobby grew in popularity, spreading throughout the
rest of America and the world. Competitions like the X Games and
Street League helped to increase awareness of skateboarding. By
2018, the global skateboard market was valued at almost 2 billion
dollars a year. In 2021, skateboarding became an Olympic sport
for the first time at the Tokyo Olympic Games.
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A Meiji University professor has developed a TV screen that can
produce flavor. After viewers choose the food on the screen, the
TV will recreate the flavor onto a small piece of edible film. This

technology may give people who are unable to travel the ability to
try new flavors from around the world.
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Scientists from NTU Singapore have created paper-thin zinc
batteries that will break down in soil after they have been used. The
hew battery design is also meant to be cut to whatever shape and
size you need, without losing any efficiency.
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There are many styles of skateboarding. One
easily recognizable style is called vertical, or
“vert” for short. In this style, skaters perform
jacrobatic tricks in half-pipes. These half-
" pipes were originally built to copy the shape
~ |of empty swimming pools where people
| first started practicing vert. Another style is
street style. This is where skaters do tricks
on the street or in urban parks with stairs,
rails, curbs, and other obstacles.
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Skateboarding lets each skater express their creativity because
skaters are always trying to invent new tricks or combinations of
tricks. Skateboarding is also great exercise. It counts as a moderately
intense aerobic activity. Skaters can get a full-body workout, gain
flexibility and improve their coordination.
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In the city of London, it used to be that
only white boys skateboarded. That made
it difficult for girls and people of color
to feel comfortable learning the sport.
Marie Mayassi decided to change that. g4
She created the “Melanin Skate Gals and | IS 4t

Pals” group to help other people of color B == = F
join the skateboardmg community. // FG =
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The group regularly gets together on Saturdays to skate on the
former Olympic grounds in east London. Through their presence
and actions, the crew creates a safe space for anyone to try
skateboarding. They also provide skate lessons and boards to
rent for those who just want to give it a try. “Anyone with a board
is a skater and no one should let people tell them otherwise,”
said Mayassi.
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1. What word from page two
means the opposite of ‘work'?

a. billion

b. competition

c. performance

d. recreation

2. What did the professor from
page three create?

a. a small flavor

b. a scientific world

c. a new technology

d. a way to travel

3. What is true about the new
battery on page three?

a. It is made of Singaporean soil.
b. It is only available in one size.

c. It is still efficient after resizing.
d. It uses loosely shaped zinc.

Cloze Test A

4. How can skateboarding help
people according to page four?

a. Skaters can become more
flexible.

b. Skaters can fill their swimming
pools.

c. Skaters can get new pipes.

d. Skaters build new parks.

5. What does 'crew' mean as it
was used on page five?

a. the group of people who
operate a ship, airplane, or train
b. a team that rows a boat in a
race against other boats

c. a group of people who do a
specific kind of work together

d. a group of people who are
friends

6. Tasteis to flavoras .
a. performis to trick

b. moderate is to intense
c. wooden is to attach

d. create is to break

Before you can start skateboarding, you __ need to get some gear.
Make sure you have sturdy shoes with flat bottoms. Don't skate in
sandals ___ slippers. Find a board that suits your budget and interests.
Get safety gear such ___ a helmet, knee pads, and elbow pads.

Cloze Test B

Tony Hawk is one of the most famous skateboarders of all time. He
was nine years old ___ his brother gave ___ a skateboard. It changed
his life. By the time he ___ 14 years old, he had become a professional.
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Cloze TestB
1.when 2.him 3.was
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Check out these
awesome graphics
on my board.

Hey, check it outl
I just got a new
longboard.
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I made my deck out
of an ald floor board!
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On the first of February 1884, the first part of the Oxford English
Dictionary (OED) was published. Today, the OED is considered
the most comprehensive and accurate dictionary of the English
language. It provides the meaning, pronunciation, and history of
over half a million English words.
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