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Big farming has a big impact
on the littlest creatures.
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Industrialized agriculture feeds millions
of people around the world, however it
does that at a cost. It hurts the symbiotic
relationship between plants and insects.
'  According to a new study recently published
\ | in the journal Nature, there is a link between
climate change and industrialized agriculture.
Because of that link, the practices of the
industry threaten the survival of insects.
That, in turn, threatens our food system.
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Insects help food grow. Even insects we hate, like biting midges, play
an important role. They pollinate the cocoa plants we need to produce
chocolate. In fact, according to the US Department of Agriculture,
insect pollinators are responsible for about one-third of the human
diet. Clearly, the need to redesign our food system is urgent.
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A Dutch company is helping cities breathe by covering concrete buildings
with moss. This plant absorbs CO2, filters out pollution, supports wildlife,
and looks great. Moss is non-invasive to building exteriors because
instead of roots, it has rhizoids. It also helps protect the walls from
weathering, effectively extending the walls’ lifetime.
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The fossil of a dinosaur killed in an asteroid strike has recently been
found, scientists claim. The dinosaur’'s limb, complete with skin, is
just one of numerous remarkable finds emerging from the Tanis fossil
site in the US state of North Dakota. Another key fossil uncovered is
that of a sturgeon and paddlefish. The animals have pieces of molten
rock from the asteroid impact stuck in their gills.
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Insects aren't the only things suffering from
industrialized agriculture. Even the soil itself is
harmed because of the repeated overuse of land.
The UN’s Convention to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD) reported that half of the global
opulation is suffering because of this, not only
' because soil is no longer fertile enough to grow
. food, but also because the global economy will
: suffer from not being able to produce as much.
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Damaged soil can be repaired. By investing in large-scale land
restoration, we can prevent and help reverse the problems of
desertification, soil erosion, and loss of agricultural production.
The report suggests that if over the next decade, some of the
billions of dollars given annually to the fossil fuel and agricultural
industries was redirected to improving soil health, roughly 1
billion hectares of degraded land could be restored.
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How do we begin to fight such a global problem as an outdated food
production system? The first step is getting people involved. With
headquarters in east London, Feedback is a campaign group of 20
food activists. Since 2013, they have been promoting a food system
that is genuinely sustainable through a number of activities.
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Among their many activities, Feedback [}
publishes an annual food waste T
“scorecard”. This ranks the policies and ¢ .:°
practices of the UK's top 10 supermarkets.
Because of this, one supermarket chain |
called Tesco made a commitment to cut the
amount of food waste in its supply chain SS=%
by half. Feedback also ran a campaign
called Total Bull, in which the food activists
successfully convinced UK lawmakers to #
make real changes. They recently amended
the Agriculture Bill to include powers to 8
regulate misleading food labeling.
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1. What is endangering insects’
ability to live, according to page
two?

a. the eating of them by millions of
people

b. the factory-like production of
food

c. the rapid growth of plants

d. the strong dislike that people
have for them

2. What is NOT true about moss?
a. It damages buildings.
b. It filters pollutants.

c. It helps other living creatures.
d. It takes in CO2.

3. Which of the following is not a
limb?

4. What word or words do we use
for a number with nine zeros?

a. ten thousand

b. hundred thousand

c. million

d. billion

5. How does the Feedback
campaign group try to help
according to page five?

a. by collecting food waste in east
London

b. by giving quarters to people in
need

c. by ranking supermarkets based
on food waste

d. by shutting down the UK's top 10
supermarkets

a. arm 6. Urgentis to minoras _ .
b. leg a. absorb is to remove
c. skin b. annual is to decade
d. wing c. harm is to suffer
d. numerous is to few
Cloze Test A
Mosses __ not have cells that move water like other plants. Instead,
water must soak into them, like a sponge. A patch __ moss is made of
tiny moss plants packed together so __ they can hold water for as long

as possible.

Cloze Test B

The asteroid believed responsible _ the extinction of dinosaurs is
estimated to have been ___ 10 and 15 kilometers across. It would have
been traveling ___ around 20 kilometers per second. The impact would

have displaced around 200,000 cubic kilometers of sediment.
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Cloze TestA
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Cloze TestB

1.for 2.between 3.at
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Today, Good riddance! I know!
scientists announced I hate midges. I always get tons of
that midges have bites in the summer.
gone extinct.
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74l I never thought

Scientists have )

announced that the
cacao plant has gone

extinct due to lack
of midges.

I'd say this,
but I really miss
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On the 4th of June 1917, the first Pulitzer Prizes were awarded. Joseph
Pulitzer had made his fortune as a newspaper publisher. Before he died
on October 29th, 1911, he wrote in his will that he would give $250,000
to Columbia University to establish the Pulitzer Prize. His will specified
that four awards would be in journalism, four in letters and drama, one in
education, and four traveling scholarships.
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